3x6	ENGLAND IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY
the provision of the Act of 1664 that a period of longer
than three years should never elapse between the meetings
of Parliament and added that a new Parliament should be
elected at least once in three years. This latter provision
was modified in 1716 by the Septennial Act, which made it
necessary for an election to be held every seven years?)
Annual ses- In practice annual sessions of Parliament became neces-
Pariiament sary from the time of the Revolution onwards. In the
necessary, reign of William, Parliament began to separate the King's
personal income from that needed for the maintenance of
the forces, to appropriate revenue for specific purposes and
to allot to the King only sufficient for the needs of one year.
These measures were made effective by the establishment
of a Parliamentary audit of accounts. In 1689, when a
mutiny broke out amongst the King's soldiers, a Mutiny
Act was passed to allow offenders to be tried by military
courts, but this Act continued in force only six months.
Similar temporary Acts were passed from time to time,
sometimes after intervals of varying lengths, sometimes
for periods up to two years, but gradually the Act became
an annual Act. Therefore, to obtain supplies and the passing
of a Mutiny Act, it became necessary for the King to call
Parliament every year.
/{parliament was thus made more important. The King
might still refuse to seal laws which it passed—and William
used his power to veto four times—but that power was used
for the last time in 1707, though it was not legally abolished.)
The right of members to complete freedom of speech in the
house was no longer contested, and Parliament began to
discuss all matters of State with freedom. It even acquired
a considerable control over foreign affairs, calling for papers
and information from time to time.1
cabfaa C^e K*n£ was therefore obliged to entrust more and more
business to his Ministers, chosen from the Houses, and it
only remained for Parliament to enforce the responsibility
of the Ministers to complete its control of national policy.^)
1 See the article on Parliament and Foreign Affairs, 1603-1760,
by Professor Turner, English Historical Review, vol. xxxiv. (1919),
p. 172.

